

ATTACHMENT 6-3A


June 1, 2015
The Honorable Joan Q. Elect
Mayor

Town of Somewhere
Post Office Box 2500
Somewhere, West Virginia 25005
RE:
Town of Somewhere – Wastewater System Improvements
CDBG-Small Cities Block Grant 
Project Number: 15SCBG0500 ($1,500,000)

Authorization to Bid
Dear Mayor Elect:

This letter is to confirm that the West Virginia Development Office (WVDO) has received a Notice of Intent to Bid and a completed Bid Document Checklist certifying that all pre-bid requirements have been met and all related materials are included in the bid documents as required for the above referenced CDBG-Small Cities Block Grant project. Appropriate documentation must remain in the project files for future monitoring.
Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974

Note that the administration of Small Cities Block Grant program funds must comply with all restrictions, conditions, policies, guidelines and requirements of Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, and all applicable State and Federal laws, as outlined in the grant agreement for this project. 

Procurement and Contracting
As stated in the grant agreement, bids shall be obtained by public notice as a Class II legal advertisement in compliance with the provisions of Article Three, Chapter Fifty-Nine of the West Virginia Code.  Construction contracts shall be procured in a manner that provides maximum open and free competition consistent with the procedures identified in the Small Cities Block Grant Handbook, and in accordance with Chapter 5-22-1 of the West Virginia Code and federal regulations, 24 CFR Part 85. You are reminded that you are required to take affirmative steps to assure that DBE businesses are encouraged to bid. These steps may include direct solicitation of DBE contractors and businesses, proof of which must be included in the project files.   
Additional Documents Required
Send a “tear sheet” of the advertisement for bids to WVDO as soon as it is available from the newspaper. A copy of the certified bid tabulation, justification for awarding the contract to any other than the low bidder (if necessary) and/or justification for rejecting any and all bids must be submitted to the WVDO prior to contract award. 
As detailed in the Notice of Intent to Bid, received in the West Virginia Development Office (WVDO) on March 1, 2015, Region 12 PDC and the Town of Somewhere accept responsibility for settling any bidding and/or contracting disputes. 
Bidder Certifications

Debarment Review

Prior to the award of contracts, the “List of Parties Excluded from Federal Procurement and Non-procurement programs (Debarred Contractors)” will be submitted to the WVDO. All contractors must be reviewed for debarments on the State and Federal websites: http://www.state.wv.us/admin/purchase/Debar.htmland www.sam.gov.   

· Print the search results pages; sign and date these pages. The search results pages must be submitted to WVDO, along with bid tabulations, prior to the award of a contract. These documents must also retained in all project files. 
Authorization

This Authorization to Bid applies to activities funded by the $1,500,000 grant for Project Number 15SCBG0500, as indicated above and described in the grant agreement. Funding for this project was provided as follows:  $1,500,000 awarded on December 30, 2015. 

This Authorization to Bid applies to the project as specified in the grant agreement between the WVDO and the Town of Somewhere.  Any proposed change to the scope of the project as described in the grant agreement will require prior notification to the WVDO and may result in further review. 
If you have any questions, please call me at 304-558-2234 or send email to cdbgrep@wv.gov. Our team looks forward to working with you on this worthwhile project.






Sincerely,







John R. Worker






Community Development Division

JRW:st
cc: Regional PDC Rep 
Region 12
(email) 
      Manager 
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